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Studio III 
Guest List and Biographical Information 

Charles Adler 
Charles is the co-founder of Kickstarter, a  designer, and lifelong nomad. Born in the U.K., 
raised in the U.S., living life exploring the world. Previously I founded the now defunct 
web-based arts magazine Subsystence as well as Source-ID, a multi-disciplinary design 
studio. Since 1994, much of his work has centered on supporting independent artists.  His 
latest venture is Lost Arts which is  a blend of laboratory, workshop, atelier, incubator and 
playground rooted in a legacy of interdisciplinary spaces like the Bauhaus and Black 
Mountain College.  

Daniel O. Ash 
Daniel is chief marketing officer for The Chicago Community Trust, joining the Trust staff in 
September 2013. As lead brand manager, he is responsible for developing, overseeing and 
implementing communications, and the marketing, public and government relations 
strategies that advance the Trust’s mission to lead and inspire philanthropic efforts that 
measurably improve the quality of life and the prosperity of our region.  

Prior to joining the Trust, Ash spent 10 years as vice president at Chicago Public Media, 
production home of WBEZ/91.5FM (Chicago’s primary NPR station), This American Life , 
Sound Opinions , Wait Wait…Don’t Tell Me  and Vocalo.org. In this senior management role, 
Ash was responsible for the organization’s two largest revenue categories—corporate 
sponsorship and individual giving—and led double-digit growth during his tenure.  

Ash earned a M.P.P. from the Harris School of Public Policy at the University of Chicago, 
and a B.A. in Economics from Oberlin College. He also completed a Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship at Princeton University. 

Lawrence Blakley 
Lawrence is Vice President of External Affairs at DeLa Salle Institute 
Blakely oversees and interacts with external entities, including Tolton Center, Chicago 
Citywide Literacy Coalition, IIT, GAP Community Organization, Chicago Police Dept. Comm. 
Policing, etc. 

Leslie Bluhm 
Leslie is the founder and president of Chicago Cares Inc., a nonprofit volunteer service 
organization. Chicago Cares builds stronger communities in Chicago through volunteerism 
and is a leader in creating, managing, and leading hands-on service projects that meet 
Chicago’s critical social, education and environmental needs. Since inception, Chicago 
Cares has created service projects for over 300,000 individuals and corporate teams. Prior 
to founding Chicago Cares, Bluhm was a practicing attorney. Bluhm earned her B.A. degree 
from the University of Michigan and a J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School. She 
sits on the board of directors of the Latin School of Chicago and is a member of the Chicago 
Community Trust Executive Committee 
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Marca Bristo 
Marca is the President and CEO of Access Living, Chicago’s center for independent living 
She has helped craft local, national and international reforms to protect the rights of people 
with disabilities and equip them with tools to lead independent, satisfying lifestyles. A pioneer 
of Chicago’s disability rights movement and a former patient of the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago, Bristo helped launch Access Living, one of the country’s first ten centers for 
independent living. Since 1980, Access Living has provided peer services and advocacy to 
over 40,000 people with disabilities, and it has won systemic improvements in housing public 
schools, public transportation, public access and long-term care. 

Bristo is a Trustee of Rush University, a Life Member of the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago, a member of The Chicago Network, and a Leadership Greater Chicago Alumni. 
She earned a B.A. from Beloit College and a B.S. in Nursing from Rush University. 

Benjamin Brownson 
Benjamin is a director, producer, playwright, and founding artistic director of Broken Nose 
Theatre. He holds an MA in the Humanities from the University of Chicago, and has worked 
with a wide variety of Chicago theatres, including Steep, Court, Chicago Dramatists, 
Halcyon, Waltzing Mechanics, Theatre Seven of Chicago, and the Greenhouse Theater 
Center. As a playwright, his work has been performed by BNT, Chicago Dramatists, Park 
Theatre (Holland, Michigan), and 5th Wall Productions (Charlotte, South Carolina). When he 
is not making theatre, he is facilitating civic engagement and working to effect social change 
in the region as the Director of Programs for Leadership Greater Chicago.  

Matthew Bruce 
Matthew is the Executive Director of the Chicagoland Workforce Funders Alliance (CWFA), a 
newly formed donor-advised fund that works in collaboration with employers and other 
stakeholders to help increase employment and earnings for underprepared workers in the 
region. He will work with the CWFA management committee to oversee a grant-making 
portfolio that at its start totals nearly $1.5 million, and will have a role in the Alliance's support 
for new and existing workforce partnerships. Prior to joining CWFA, Bruce was manager of 
regional workforce initiatives for the City of Boston. He holds a Bachelor's degree from Tufts 
University and a Master's degree from the University of Chicago. 

Sharon Bush 
Sharon is Managing Director of the Grand Victoria Foundation.  She 
works across the Foundation’s grantmaking areas and works with staff to develop and 
implement strategic initiatives.  She brings to the Foundation important experience with 
developing and leading collaborations. She serves on the boards of Mikva Challenge and 
Forefront.  

Marquis Chandler 
Marquis is a UCAN Youth Development Coach/ Public Ally Americorp Intern 

Lina Cramer 
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Lina is the co-founder and Co-Chair of the Illinois ACE Response Collaborative which is 
committed to expanding the understanding of the impact of childhood trauma and adversity 
(ACEs) on the health  and well-beingof Illinois children, youth, families and their 
communities. The Collaborative focuses on strengthening policy and practice - particularly in 
the health, education and justice systems and in urban communities. She works with the 
YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago and the Community Policing (CAPS) Unit of the Chicago 
Police Department - Bridging the Divide - to enhance their ability to increase community 
safety, healing and resilience and build strong partnerships with youth, community residents 
and organizations. 

Shawn Donnelley 
Shawn is president of Strategic Giving, a Chicago-based philanthropy consulting firm. She is 
a Guild Fellow of Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge, and serves on the boards 
of United States Artists, Northwestern Memorial Foundation and American Associates of the 
National Theatre. Donnelley is also a member of the Visiting Committee of the University of 
Chicago’s Division of the Humanities and a past chairman and current trustee of the 
Goodman Theatre and and is a member of the Chicago Community Trust Executive 
Committee. 
She has been recognized by Oprah Winfrey’s Angel Network, Today’s Chicago Woman 
magazine as one of “100 Women Making a Difference in Chicago” and Crain’s Chicago 
Business as one of “Forty under Forty.” Donnelley is the former head of political affairs for 
R.R. Donnelley. She received a B.A. from Loyola University New Orleans and an M.A. from 
Emerson College. A Florida native, she resides in Chicago and Cambridge, England. 

Brian Fabes 
Brian is the CEO of the  Civic Consulting Alliance. He has built a leadership team that has 
forged city-wide collaborations with more than 300 organizations. Together, the partnership 
that is Civic Consulting Alliance has invested more than $125 million of pro bono services in 
the things that matter most in Chicago, redefining how the public and private sectors work 
together to make Chicago a great, global city and building the next generation of civic 
leaders. 

Before joining Civic Consulting, Brian was Senior Vice President at National Louis 
University, where he was responsible for defining future directions for the institution, 
including negotiations with for-profit and not-for-profit merger partners. Prior to this, Brian 
was Acting Provost and Vice President for planning. Brian came to NLU from McKinsey & 
Company, where he co-led the formation and growth of the North American Product 
Development Practice and was a leader in Chicago's Healthcare Practice. 

Kelly Fair 
Kelly founded Polished Pebbles Girls Mentoring Program in 2009. An active member in her 
community, Kelly’s passion for youth and female-specific enrichment programs inspired her 
to consult for several other non-profit organizations as an educational consultant and trainer 
in addition to Polished Pebbles. 
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Kelly was recently recognized by ComEd as one of Chicagoland’s “Neighborhood Heroes” 
for her outstanding work in the local community and Chicago neighborhood, Roseland. She 
was also recently honored by Walker’s Legacy and Accelerate with Google as they 
highlighted women of color in business in celebration of Women’s History Month. Other 
awards Kelly has received in 2014 include the Margaret Burroughs Award from the DuSable 
Museum Women’s Board, and the American Red Cross Heroes Award. She also received 
recognition in 2013 from Verizon Wireless’ Everyday Heroes initiative for her service in the 
community. 
  
Patricia Fron  
Patricia is the Executive Director of the Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance. She began her 
participation with CAFHA as Membership and Meeting Coordinator in 2010, followed by her 
tenure as the 2012-2013 John Lukehart Public Policy Fellow, under which she became the 
lead author of the region’s first Fair Housing and Equity Assessment. Since then, she has 
held several positions within the organization, including Co-Chair of the Policy & Research 
Subcommittee, helping to craft CAFHA’s policy agenda and advocacy initiatives at the 
municipal, county, and regional levels, and member of the Events & Marketing 
Subcommittee. Previously, Patricia served as Housing Policy Specialist at Lawyers’ 
Committee for Better Housing (LCBH) where she managed advocacy campaigns, served as 
community liaison for policy initiatives, and conducted original research and reporting on 
issues related to foreclosure, affordable housing, and fair housing. Patricia is a skilled 
coalition-builder who is passionate about advancing fair housing and equal opportunity in the 
Chicago region. Patricia also serves on the Board of Directors for Breastfeed Chicago, a 
breastfeeding education and advocacy non-profit. Patricia received her Master of Social 
Work degree from Loyola University Chicago. 
 
Bill Gerstein 
Billi is the Director Family and Community Engagement for Chicago Public Schools 
  
Jauwan Hall  
Jauwan is a member of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees. Mr. Hall is currently a 
senior majoring in Political Science with a minor in History in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences and is a member of the Honors College. A transfer student and student veteran, 
his past leadership experiences include: student member of the Board of Trustees 2015-16; 
secretary of the Black Student Union; and membership in the Pre-Law Society and the 
Student Veterans Association. Also, Mr. Hall was selected to be a member of the UIC 
student delegation that traveled to Washington, D.C., to advocate on behalf of the University 
of Illinois at Chicago’s proposal for the Barack Obama Presidential Library. Subsequently, he 
was a member of the UIC delegation that visited the White House to receive 
acknowledgement from President Obama for the submission of the library proposal. 
 
Christa Hamilton 
Christa is the CEO/Executive Director for The Centers for New Horizons, Inc. Prior to this 
appointment she was the Director of Workforce Development at CNH. She holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree from Florida A&M University, and a Master’s in Business Administration 
from National Louis University. Christa is a tireless advocate of the mission of Centers for 
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New Horizons, Inc. and brings with her a strong background in performance based 
leadership, operation management, and strategic development. She also has extensive 
experience working with the agency's strategic partners both across the city of Chicago and 
at the state level. Prior to joining the Centers team, Christa held positions at the City 
Colleges of Chicago, the Department of Labor and the Walgreens company. In addition to 
her service at Centers for New Horizons, she currently volunteers on the Board of Directors 
for several other organizations, including: Reflections Foundations, Allied Health Care 
Career Network, and 741 Collaborative. 

Emily Harris  
Emily is the Sr. Director for ADA 25 Advancing Leadership and Persons with Disabilities 
Fund for the Chicago Community Trust.  

Hasani Henderson 
Hasani is the BET Marketing/ Founder of the #TakeBack 

Michelle Hunter  
Michelle is the Director of Strategic Alignment for the Chicago Community Trust. 

Kevin Johnson 
Kevin is a professional coach developing leaders, supporting entrepreneurs, artists, startups, 
nonprofits and global firms. His practice meets the unique needs of emergent or transitioning 
leaders and high-potential professionals through skillful, intuitive coaching and strategic 
planning. Kevin brings insight, integrity and heart together in service of clients from PwC, 
Ford Motor Company & LinkedIn, along with many community and service organizations. 

Sequane Lawrence  
Sequane is the President and CEO of the Chicago Arts and Technology Center and the 
Co-Founder and Co-Designer of Fathers, Families and Healthy Communities and currently 
serves as the organization’s President. He is a community economic development, 
workforce development, and youth development practitioner and has served as executive 
director, program director and manager of community-based institutions and city and state 
departments. He is a Chicago Community Trust 2011 Fellow with a fellowship focused on 
the efficacy of worker owned cooperatives as an entrepreneurial and workforce development 
model for low income people. Sequane recently traveled to Mondragon, in the Basque 
Region of Spain, to study first-hand the historic Mondragon Cooperatives Corporation and 
Morocco in East Africa to observe women-led cooperatives. In addition, he has visited the 
Evergreen Cooperatives in Cleveland Ohio. 

Betsy Leonard 
Betsy is Vice President and Strategic Advisor for Heartland Alliance and works closely with 
the executive team on strategy, communications, board governance and board relations. 
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She  began her career with Heartland Alliance in 1992, working as Assistant to the President 
and supporting special initiatives such as the Chicago-Mexico Leadership Initiative, the 
Midwest Coalition for Human Rights, and the Midwest Human Rights Partnership for Sexual 
Orientation. In 2001, she became the Director of Employee Relations & Training and was 
instrumental in establishing Heartland University, the conceptual framework for the 
organization’s professional development and contextualized learning activities.  Prior to 
being promoted to Vice President, she served as Chief Culture Officer and Senior Director of 
Employee Services, overseeing recruitment, onboarding, employment practice, and labor 
and employee relations. 

Larvetta Loftin 
Larvetta is the Founder and CEO of L3 Eventeurs a full service integrated communications 
and marketing agency specializing in strategic outreach and authentic engagements 
targeting women and millennials.   She founded, L3 Eventeurs in 2000, which has launched 
and executed marketing campaigns for prime clients such as The 2008 Democratic National 
Convention, Coca Cola, Wal-mart, and CVS Pharmacy amongst numerous others. Larvetta
and L3 Eventeurs’ winning campaigns have garnered national exposure, are international in 
scope, and have received several prestigious awards. 

While not only focusing on the public sector, Ms. Loftin also serves as a community and 
non-profit cultivator.  Larvetta applies her skills and experiences as a talented theatrical
actress who has worked in New York City and Chicago and started the non-profit
organization, Limelight Arts Group. Through the children’s mobile theatrical arts program, 
Chicago’s at risk youth utilize the arts to spark imagination to break down barriers associated 
with self-expression and learning through community and after-school programming.

Cordaro McKee 
Cordaro is the Founder What’s the Word TV 

Naomi Miller 
As the administrative engine behind Place Lab, Miller facilitates the logistics of the work 
done by Place Lab’s team, spanning University systems, finances, communication, 
technology, staffing, special events, and grant deliverables. She has been part of formulating 
the concepts behind Ethical Redevelopment, including engaging academic resources, and 
implementing the year-long event series and national discussion. Miller runs support for 
numerous projects for the various teams and entities. 

Miller has worked as an arts administrator while maintaining an art practice since 2004. 
Previously, she was Programs Manager at the Vera List Center, The New School, New York; 
Program Coordinator for Artadia, New York; administrative and studio assistant to several 
artists and writers; freelance copy editor; and photographer at the Acadia Summer Arts 
Program, Bar Harbor, Maine. Miller’s art projects often assume the form of established 
infrastructures that she shifts to reimagine cultural interactions. She also explores 
performance and is most invested in working with other artists in both her professional and 
artistic lives. Miller received her MFA from the San Francisco Art Institute in California and 
her BA from Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts. 
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Sharone Mitchell Jr. 
Sharone is the Program Director at the Illinois Justice Project.  
  
Jenne Myers 
Jenne is a lifelong volunteer who has converted her passion into a successful career. As 
chief executive officer of Chicago Cares, she leads the organization to connect people, 
communities and causes by mobilizing more than 30,000 volunteers in service each year. In 
her time with the organization, Myers has worked to expand Chicago Cares’ reach and 
impact. She has led her team to develop innovative programming that meets critical needs; 
diversified revenue streams with new funding models; developed an auxiliary board and 
expanded the existing board; established annual events reaching new audiences; and 
launched an exciting new brand. 
Prior to Chicago Cares, Myers served as Chicago’s first-ever chief service officer, launching 
an ambitious effort in One Good Deed Chicago, a full-scale, integrated awareness campaign 
around volunteerism. Prior, she served as executive director for Working in the School 
(WITS). Myers currently sits on the board of The Mikva Challenge, is a member of the Hands 
on Network Affiliate Assembly and is also a commissioner for the Governor’s Serve Illinois 
Commission. She received her bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University. 
  
Ami Novoryta 
Ami is Heartland Alliance’s Chief Strategic Officer. Focused on leading organizational 
strategy, Ms. Novoryta facilitates the development and execution of Heartland-wide strategic 
priorities and initiatives, builds internal capacity, and partners with staff throughout the 
enterprise to create and sustain systems that drive organizational effectiveness. Her areas of 
expertise include change management, nonprofit leadership, improvement science, and 
education policy.  
 
Previously, Ms. Novoryta led strategy and impact at the National Center on Time and 
Learning (NCTL), an education nonprofit based in Boston.  At NCTL, she led strategic 
planning  and designed and implemented a progress monitoring system to identify effective 
practices, set improvement goals and inform action plans for a five-state network of 50 
schools. Ms. Novoryta has also headed development and communications at Chicago’s Erie 
Neighborhood House, where she led the design of a new community-driven leadership and 
advocacy initiative and raised start-up funds to launch the Erie Elementary Charter School 
and a new immigrant resource center. Ms. Novoryta has taught in Boston Public Schools; 
worked on A+ Illinois, a campaign for school funding reform housed at the Metropolitan 
Planning Council; and served on the board of directors for the Boston chapter of Strong 
Women, Strong Girls. Joining the Heartland Alliance family brought Ms. Novoryta back to her 
hometown of Chicago. 
  
Brenda Palms Barber 
Brenda has been the NLEN Executive Director since its founding in 1999. She has a Master 
of Science degree in nonprofit management from the Spertus Institute. Under her leadership, 
NLEN has grown from two to 20 employees, launched the Sweet Beginnings social 
enterprise, generated an annual budget in excess of $2.4 million, and received numerous 
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awards including one of the first MacArthur Foundation Awards for Creative and Effective 
Institutions in 2006 and the prestigious 2015 Bank of America Neighborhood Builders Award 
and 2012 Chicago Neighborhood Development Award - Special Recognition. Brenda is a 
2008 Aspen Institute Ideas Fellow. In 2013, Seventh District Congressman Danny Davis 
awarded her with the Cardiss Collins Trailblazer Award. Brenda has raised the national 
profile of NLEN through national media including CNN, the NBC Today Show, CBS Evening 
News with Scott Pelley, and a recent TEDWomen Documentary. In 2008, she attended the 
Harvard Business School’s Strategic Perspectives in Non-Profit Management program as a 
Roman Nomitch Fellow. Brenda is also a graduate of the Chicago Urban League’s nextOne 
program, an intensive business marketing entrepreneurial training program that included 
classes at Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management. Brenda holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in business management from the University of Phoenix. 
  
Audrey Peeples 
Audrey is the retired chief executive officer of the Young Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA) of Metropolitan Chicago and the past board president of YWCA in the USA. She 
previously served as the executive director of the Girl Scouts of Chicago and as the trust 
manager of the Continental Bank. Peeples has been named to the Governor’s Commission 
on the Status of Women in Illinois and serves on the board of directors of the Adler School of 
Professional Psychology. 
  
Shumeca Pickett 
Shumeca is the Director of Civic Partnerships for World Business Chicago. She is also 
Founder and Principal Consultant of Alfred Dewitt Ard, a Chicago-based research and 
consulting firm that collaborates with a cross-section of people and organizations to create 
just and sustainable neighborhoods, enterprises, and systems. She is a Leadership Greater 
Chicago Fellow and a World Business Chicago Fellow alum. 
  
Beatriz Ponce de Leon 
Beatriz serves as the executive director of Generation All. She brings to this role more than 
20 years of experience working with nonprofit organizations and public institutions in 
Chicago. Beatriz has implemented public education campaigns, led community and 
organizational planning processes, designed and facilitated learning for youth and adults, 
and authored or contributed to numerous action plans and reports. Publications include 
“Language Education: Preparing Chicago’s Public School Students for a Global Community” 
for the Chicago Public Schools, “A Shared Future: The Economic Engagement of Greater 
Chicago and its Mexican Community” for the Chicago Council on Global Affairs, and most 
recently “Strong Neighborhood High Schools for a Stronger Chicago: The Generation All 
Action Plan.” 
 
Prior to joining Generation All, Beatriz worked as a consultant to nonprofit organizations for 
over 10 years. In this capacity, she had the opportunity to apply coalition-building, strategic 
planning and project management skills to a range of issues, while gaining new expertise on 
topics including education equity, linguistic and cultural diversity, youth development and 
adolescent rights, immigrant integration, public health, and community development. 
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Simone Reeves 
I have over twenty years’ experience in regional and global Human Resources leadership 
roles. She has depth and Breadth in all aspects of HR, Change and Project & General 
Management, and I have worked across continents for both the private and not-for-profit 
sectors: dynamic and fast-growing start-ups, large multinationals, and humanitarian and 
development not-for-profit.I have defined People strategies, built and managed entire global 
HR functions and worked at strategic and tactical level to ensure business and operational 
needs were met. This includes, and is not limited to Compensation, Performance, 
Recruitment and Talent Management Programmes, Leadership Development, HRIS 
implementation. Latterly, I held the posts of Global Head of HR and Group Development 
manager at a fast-growing international company.I am passionate about Organisational 
Development, Leadership, and Change Management, Resilience and Health - individual, 
organizational and societal.I hold a triple-degree from the UK, Germany and France, where I 
read Law, Economics and Business Management and later went on to complete an MBA in 
Barcelona.I am also a CTI Certified Professional Co-Active Coach (ICF-accredited), 
Authorised Facilitator of Team Coaching International Team Diagnostics and have 
completed and certified in a number of advanced coaching trainings and diagnostic tools. 
  
Michael Reinsdorf 
Michael A. Reinsdorf is president and chief operating officer of the Chicago Bulls. He is also 
an an NBA Governor, and serves on the NBA Media Committee and the NBA Planning 
Committee. Reinsdorf is a founding partner of International Facilities Group, a consulting 
company specializing in the development of sports and entertainment facilities across the 
country. He currently serves on the boards of the Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital 
of Chicago Foundation, the Executives’ Club of Chicago, NorthShore University 
Healthsystem, After-School All-Stars, After School Matters and on the Board of Trustees for 
Northwestern University. Reinsdorf is a graduate of the University of Arizona. 
  
Mary Richardson Lowry 
Mary is a former partner at Mayer Brown LLP, representing clients in general commercial 
transactions. Prior to joining Mayer Brown in 2002, she served as Commissioner for the City 
of Chicago’s Department of Buildings (1998–2002) managing the revisions of the Chicago 
Building Code, a staff of 500 regulatory employees and a budget of $36 million. 
Richardson-Lowry has been recognized by Crain’s 100 Most Influential Women and is the 
recipient of the Abraham Lincoln Center Humanitarian of the Year Award in 2010, as well as 
the National Diversity Council’s Most Powerful and Influential Women in Illinois Award in 
2011, and has been appointed to numerous boards and commissions, including serving as 
the Immediate Past President of the City of Chicago Board of Education. 
  
Tony Rokita 
Tony is the Director of Community Relations and Player Programs for the Chicago Bulls.  
 
Hanifah Ross 
Hanifah is the Dean of Students & Restorative Practices Trainer-The District 205 PEACE 
Center  
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James Rudyk  
James is the Executive Director of the Northwest Side Housing Center. James came to the 
NWSHC with over four years of experience in the non-profit housing sector. James was 
previously the Director of Community Organizing for ESOP (Empowering and Strengthening 
Ohio’s People), an Ohio based non-profit community organizing and housing counseling 
agency. A native Clevelander, James is a graduate with honors from John Carroll University 
with a BA in Race and Identity Studies and a minor in Political Philosophy. James also holds 
his Masters in Public Policy and Administration from Northwestern University, writing his 
thesis on the influence of race, socioeconomic status, and parental involvement on children’s 
educational attainment. 
 
During James’ tenure at NWSHC he has focused on expanding and deepening the 
NWSHC’s organizing efforts, specifically through working with parents in Chicago Public 
Schools and building neighborhood block clubs. In addition, James has worked with the 
NWSHC team to create a robust financial education program, growing the NWSHC staff 
from a team of eight to 27. In James’ free time he coaches and plays soccer, is an avid 
crossfitter, and enjoys reading, cooking paleo, and traveling. James currently lives in the 
Buena Park neighborhood. 
 
Andrea Sáenz 
Andrea serves as First Deputy Commissioner for the Chicago Public Library, a citywide 
system of 80 neighborhood branches.  She supports strategy and organizational 
development and leads program design and evaluation.  Before joining the Library, Andrea 
served as chief of staff to Chicago Public Schools CEO, coordinating strategy development, 
implementation of district-wide initiatives and foundation, corporate and government grant 
development. Sáenz was previously policy advisor to the Assistant Secretary of Vocational 
and Adult Education at the US Department of Education in Washington, DC and executive 
director of the Hispanic Alliance for Career Enhancement (HACE), a national organization 
working collaboratively with business and non-profit employers, universities and schools to 
increase Latinos' access to and success in professional and management careers. 
Andrea completed graduate studies as a fellow at the University of Pennsylvania Fels 
Institute of Government where she worked on data-driven performance management 
projects for Philadelphia Public Schools and the Philadelphia Workforce Development 
Corporation.  She began her social sector career leading community based adult education 
and workforce development at Congreso de Latinos Unidos. She holds a Bachelor's degree 
in Latin American studies from Scripps College and a Master's degree in government 
administration from the University of Pennsylvania. Andrea is from Quito, Ecuador and grew 
up in Los Angeles, California.  She was a 2010 Broad Resident and a 2008 Leadership 
Greater Chicago Fellow. She serves on the board of directors of Blair Thomas & Company 
and the Professional Diversity Network. 
  
Nachi Salasini 
Coach Nachi is a world class personal development coach, speaker and life enthusiast. She 
is called to serve social impactors, social change leaders, and global visionaries who want to 
live like their unique selves - now! Not in two weeks, or on Monday, but right now ! The 
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results of her excellence is change-makers living joyfully, fully human and feeling at home in 
themselves and their lives. 
  
Juan Salgado 
Juan has been and influential voice in the local and national settings for his work on the 
educational, political, and economic advancement of the Latina/o community. Juan has been 
the President and CEO of Instituto del Progreso Latino since 2001. He has led Instituto 
through a period of national award winning recognition and historic organizational growth 
establishing national best-practice educational and workforce models. In 2011 the White 
House recognized Juan as one of 13 people nationally serving as Champions of Change for 
social innovation in their communities. Most recently, Juan was selected to join the 
prestigious MacArthur Fellows class of 2015, recognizing his strong community leadership 
and innovative approach to education in the Latino immigrant community. 
Juan holds a Master's degree in Urban Planning from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, a Bachelor's degree in Economics from Illinois Wesleyan University, 
and a debt of gratitude to his parents. In May 2013, Juan received an Honorary Doctorate in 
Humane Letters from Illinois Wesleyan University and is a recent graduate from the Harvard 
Business School Owner President Manager program. 
 
Shaquitta Smith 
Shaquitta is an Oakwood Shores Resident 
   
Thomas Stovall 
Thomas is the Program Coordinator and Constituent Service Liaison for Alderman Pat 
Dowell (3rd Ward).  
  
Alysia Tate 
Alysia Tate is the Chicago Foundation for Women (CFW) has named Alysia Tate, a leading 
statewide advocate and senior policy advisor on social and human rights, to the senior 
position of Director of Programs, effective immediately. Tate joins CFW, Chicago's leading 
organization focused on investing in basic rights and equal opportunities for women and 
girls, after serving as an advisor to Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan on issues 
including civil rights, racial bias and criminal justice reform. 
Tate brings to CFW a broad range of experience working with leaders in nonprofits, 
business, media, philanthropy and government on communications and other issues. She 
served as the Chief Operating Officer of the Community Renewal Society, a faith-based 
organization that informs, trains, and organizes a wide cross-section of the region's leaders 
to eradicate racism and poverty. She is also the former editor and publisher of the Chicago 
Reporter, published by the Community Renewal Society. As a consultant, her clients have 
included the Lloyd A. Fry Foundation, the University of Illinois at Chicago's College of 
Education, and The Chicago Community Trust, where she has spearheaded a project 
exploring ways to strengthen leadership within the African-American community. Tate has 
been recognized widely for her work: she was listed as one of Ebony magazine's leaders to 
watch in 2008; chosen as a Leadership Greater Chicago fellow in 2004; named to the 2002 
"40 Under 40" listing in Crain's Chicago Business; and, is a Historymaker, a program 
honoring outstanding African-American leaders. 
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Jerone Thadison 
Jerone is a UChicago Police Officer 
 
Joanna Trotter 
Joanna Trotter is the senior program officer in economic and community development for 
The Chicago Community Trust. Trotter leads grant making that supports regional and 
community-based organizations forwarding equitable development. This includes efforts to 
build an inclusive economy, unlock the full potential of local underserved markets, as well as 
develop, preserve and improve access to quality housing options. 
Prior to joining the Trust, Trotter served as director of neighborhood development for the 
University of Chicago’s Office of Civic Engagement where she guided and coordinated 
University investments largely in the Woodlawn and Washington Park communities. At the 
University, she forwarded efforts to develop an arts corridor in Washington Park, develop a 
new school facility, support community engagement around the Obama Presidential Center, 
and revamp the University’s long standing Employer-Assisted Housing Program to better 
align its incentives with neighborhood reinvestment goals. 
Trotter serves as the co-chair of the Urban Land Institute (ULI) Public Policy Committee and 
is on the board of the Quad Communities Development Corporation. Trotter earned a M.A 
from the University of California Los Angeles in Urban and Regional Planning. 
  
Eric Weinheimer 
Eric became our President and CEO on July 1, 2014.  From 1996 to 2014, he was President 
and CEO of The Cara Program, a nonprofit that provides comprehensive training, job 
placement, and support services to individuals who are homeless and struggling in poverty. 
Eric earned a BS from Boston College and an MBA from The University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business, where he was awarded the Distinguished Alumni Award for Public 
Service. Eric was selected as a member of the Emerging Leaders Program for the Chicago 
Council on Global Affairs, Class of 2011.  Eric was selected as a Chicago Community Trust 
Fellow for 2013. Eric was appointed by Illinois Governor Pat Quinn to the Social Innovation, 
Entrepreneurship, and Enterprise Task Force. He serves on the Advisory Board for the 
Social Enterprise Initiative at The University of Chicago Booth School of Business. He also 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Oak Park River Forest Community Foundation. 
  
Laura Williams 
Laura Williams is the strategy manager for neighborhood assets under the Plan for 
Economic Growth and Jobs at World Business Chicago (WBC). 
Laura most recently led the research affiliates program and communications for the 
University of Chicago’s Urban Network, a project focused on connecting urban research 
across disciplines. Prior to that, she worked for the Center for Housing Policy in Washington, 
DC, where her projects focused primarily on affordable housing, economic development, and 
foreclosure response. As a student, she worked with several Chicago-area organizations, 
including RW Ventures, and in 2006 she served as a Governor’s Fellow for the State of 
Indiana, where she initiated a non-profit capacity building program in addition to stints in the 
Governor’s Office and with the Indiana Commission for Women. 
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Laura holds a master’s degree in public policy from the University of Chicago Harris School 
and bachelor’s degrees in journalism and political science from Indiana University. 

Karriem Watson  
Karriem S. Watson is the Director of Recruitment, Retention and Community Engagement in 
Clinical Research for the CCTS at UIC. He has over 13 years of experience in clinical and 
translational research having worked in both industry and academic settings. Prior to joining 
the CCTS, Karriem was the Research Manager in the Department of Neurosurgery at UIC 
overseeing NIH studies and over 33 investigator initiated and industry sponsored studies 
around stroke, brain tumors and aneurysms. His hope is to use his MPH that he also holds 
from UIC School of Public Health to add a public health framework to the engagement of 
underrepresented communities in clinical research. He also hopes to address issues of 
training and lack of minority investigators by providing training and clinical research 
exposure opportunities to students as early as 8th grade. In addition to his work at the 
CCTS, Karriem also serves as an instructor in the Graduate College at Northwestern 
University and an instructor in the College of Health Sciences at DePaul University. He has 
presented best practices in community engagement and training in clinical research at 
several national conferences. 

Toussaint Werner 
Toussaint Werner is an award-winning illustrator and graphic artist whose design goals are 
to intersect consumer brands and community. As founder and principal of Calumet Creative 
design Agency, his creative direction has been highly-sought by major brands and clients 
looking to fortify their brand through urban appeal. With more than 15 years of graphic 
design experience, Toussaint was recognized in 2010 as a “designer to look out for” by 
Creative Communications. Since that time, a Hip-Hop influenced approach has garnered 
Toussaint critical acclaim and accolades including McDonald’s My Block Innovator Award 
(2014); Emmy Graphics Advertising (2014); and American Institute Graphic Artists (2011) 
among others. 

Alonzo Williams  
Alonzo is the Chief Program Officer, Chicago Park District 

Paula Wolff 
Paula Wolff is Director of the Illinois Justice Project, a civic organization developing and 
implementing policy initiatives and programs to reform the criminal justice system by 
addressing youth trauma and reducing youth and adult violence, crime and incarceration. 
From 2000 until the creation of the Illinois Justice Project in 2014, she was Senior Executive 
at Chicago Metropolis 2020 and Metropolis Strategies where she led the Justice and 
Violence Group, the predecessor to the Illinois Justice Project. From 1992 to 2000, Wolff 
served as President of Governors State University. While at GSU, the budget doubled and 
enrollment grew by 22 percent to more than 9,000 students on the campus in Chicago’s 
south suburbs. From 1977 to 1991, Wolff served as Director of Policy and Planning for 
Governor James R. Thompson.  She directed development and implementation of policy for 
all areas of state government, serving with her staff as liaison to 57 state agencies.  She also 
worked for Governor Richard B. Ogilvie from 1969 to 1971.In 1990-91, she directed 
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Governor Jim Edgar's Transition Team, as she had participated in Governor James R. 
Thompson's in 1976-77. In 2014-15, she co-chaired Governor Bruce Rauner’s Public Safety 
Transition Policy Committee.  Wolff has been a college professor and visiting lecturer at 
several universities.  She lectured at the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy 
from 1991 to 1992 and again between 2000-2012, and she taught a public policy graduate 
seminar regularly while President at GSU. Wolff has a bachelor’s degree from Smith College 
and a master’s and doctorate in political science from the University of Chicago. 

Jeannette Foreman 
Cristiana Fragola 
Renee Jackson 
Ashley Munday 
Chuck Paters 
Ellen Ray 
Toussaint Werner 
Raven Wulinburgh 
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