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SHARON BUSH 
Managing Director, Grand Victoria 
Sharon Bush works across Grand Victoria’s Foundation’s grant-making areas and works with 
staff to develop and implement strategic initiatives. She brings to the Foundation important 
experience with developing and leading collaborations. She serves on the boards of Mikva 
Challenge and Forefront. 

DEXTER COLBERT 
Officer, Chicago Police Department 

PEGGY DAVIS 
Chief Programs Officer, Chicago Community Trust
Peggy A. Davis is chief officer of programs and strategic integration for The Chicago Community 
Trust, responsible for programmatic leadership and grant making that reflect the organization’s 
commitment to service. In this role, she provides leadership integrating services to better 
connect donors with expertise and local knowledge to power more meaningful philanthropy. 
Davis joined the Trust as a talented leader and a legal professional with a range of experience 
across the private, public and nonprofit sectors. Most recently she served as executive director 
for the Chicago Committee, a membership organization advancing racial and ethnic diversity in 
the legal profession. Prior roles include General Counsel for the Metropolitan Pier and 
Exposition Authority in Chicago, vice president for diversity and staffing at Exelon Corporation, 
Trustee of the CPS Board of Education and chief of staff to former Chicago Public Schools CEO 
and current U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan. Davis is also a former partner at Winston & 
Strawn LLP. 

NANCY FISHERMAN 
Executive Director, Grand Victoria 
Nancy is the founding executive director of Grand Victoria Foundation. Nancy drew upon her 
extensive experience in program and organizational development, community-based 
collaborations, and marketing to develop the framework for the Foundation. The result is a 
philanthropic organization that is entrepreneurial, relationship oriented, and user-centered. 
Nancy has introduced several statewide and community-based initiatives that center on strong 
networks and cooperative action. In 2009, the Foundation’s work to build the leadership and 
philanthropic capabilities of community foundations through Communityworks was recognized 
with a Critical Impact Award given by the Council on Foundations. In 2010, the Foundation 
received the Wilmer Shields Rich Award for Excellence in Communications, also from the 
Council on Foundations. Nancy has served on the boards of The Funders Network for Smart 
Growth and Livable Communities, Alliance for the Great Lakes and Hyde Park Art Center. 

RONNIE HARRIS 
Build It Bronzeville
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Professionally, Harris focuses on three projects: the I Am Campaign, which combats human 
trafficking; Transit Future, which seeks to expand public transit; and Go Bronzeville, which 
promotes transportation options in the South Side neighborhood. Ronnie is a community 
organizer, social entrepreneur, and modern day abolitionist. As the Executive Director of Paul's 
Journey, Ronnie facilitates community learning and development, and seeks innovative 
solutions to challenges that undermine the dignity of human persons and/or the rule of law; 
promotes the positive effects of walking, biking, and public transportation with Go Bronzeville 
initiative; and fights to abolish modern day slavery through the I AM Campaign. 

REGINALD HILL 
Officer, Chicago Police Department

ALVIN JONES
Officer, Chicago Police Department 

BARBARA KOENEN 
Founder Creative Chicago Reuse Exchange
For 20+ years I worked for the City of Chicago, implementing programs to support artists and art 
organizations, such as the Chicago Artists Resource (www.chicagoartistsresource.org), CAR 
Enews, Lake FX Summit + Expo, Creatives at Work Forums and Creative Chicago Expo. Now, 
with the Creative Chicago Reuse Exchange, I am dedicated to creating a citywide economy 
based on the poetic and practical reuse of surplus materials, targeting teachers, artists and 
nonprofits. As an artist, explore the impact of war on culture, through painting, sculpture, 
performative installations, as well as curating exhibitions and writing.  
www.barbarakoenen.com 

WILLIAM LANGLE 
Officer, Chicago Police Department 

LARVETTA LOFLIN 
Founder, L3 Eventures
Larvetta Loflin is a branding expert and coach with experience in entrepreneurship and small 
businesses. She is the founder and chief marketing strategist of L3 Eventeurs , an award 
winning, integrated marketing and communications agency that produces strategy driven and 
award winning engagement experiences that build successful brands for women and 
millennials. Larvetta has created a successful business model that includes coaching, special 
events, public speaking and a radio show to help entrepreneurs grow their businesses. 
Her new LarvettaSpeaks.com website employs a 360-degree approach to informing, motivating 
and championing small business owners. The site offers marketing, technology, and practical 
advice for entrepreneurs to action steps. 

DANIELLE DAVIS  
Account Executive, L3 Eventures
Danielle Davis is an accomplished professional with diverse experience. Danielle earned an 
MBA from Roosevelt University and a Bachelor’s degree from Purdue University Calumet. 
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Before joining L3, Danielle worked in social services for nursing, mental health and rehabilitation 
centers. 

JULIETTE SCOTT  
Officer, Chicago Police Department

BETSY STEINBERG 
Executive Director of Kartequim Films 
Executive Director Betsy Steinberg joined Kartemquin in December 2015 and oversees daily 
operations, development, and serves as Executive Producer on Kartemquin projects. Prior to 
Kartemquin she spent eight years as Managing Director of the Illinois Film Office where she 
spearheaded Illinois’ transformation into a world class film destination. She was instrumental in 
the passage of the Illinois film tax credit and implemented an overall business development 
strategy resulting in over $1 billion in direct economic impact. During her tenure the state broke 
all local film industry revenues in 2007, 2010, 2012 and 2013 and the Illinois Film Office was 
recognized by the Illinois Arts Alliance with an Arts Advocate Award and Cinema Chicago's 
Golden Hugo. She also served on the Governor's Roundtable on the Creative Arts and the 
boards of Free Spirit Media, Chicago Media Project and the Midwest Independent Film Festival. 
Before her work at the film office, Steinberg served as vice president of business development 
for Towers Productions developing and pitching documentary specials and series for networks 
such as A&E, History, Discovery and National Geographic. She also supervised, produced and 
directed documentary specials and series including Emmy nominated Isaac's Storm and The 
Times Capsule, a coproduction with the New York Times and History Channel. She began her 
career in Washington, DC working for the late documentarian and political consultant Bob 
Squier. She holds her bachelor's degree in English literature from the University of Colorado, 
Boulder and a Cours de Civilisation from the University of Paris, Sorbonne. 

MATT SUMMY 
Comcast Regional Vice President of External Affairs  
Matthew Summy is an outcome-oriented professional with demonstrated leadership in 
organizational development, public policy and management of complex, multiparty initiatives; 
Proven experience in project management, policy development, program evaluation and 
strategic planning in public, private and not-for-profit environments. Before joining Comcast, 
Matthew was the Director of Strategic Partnerships for Everyblock and founded and advised the 
Illinois Science Energy & Innovation Foundation.  

JOANNA TROTTER 
Sr. Program Officer, Economic & Community Development, Chicago Community Trust 
Joanna Trotter is the senior program officer in economic and community development for The 
Chicago Community Trust. Trotter leads grant making that supports regional and 
community-based organizations forwarding equitable development. This includes efforts to build 
an inclusive economy, unlock the full potential of local underserved markets, as well as develop, 
preserve and improve access to quality housing options. Prior to joining the Trust, Trotter 
served as director of neighborhood development for the University of Chicago’s Office of Civic 
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Engagement where she guided and coordinated University investments largely in the Woodlawn 
and Washington Park communities. At the University, she forwarded efforts to develop an arts 
corridor in Washington Park, develop a new school facility, support community engagement 
around the Obama Presidential Center, and revamp the University’s long standing 
Employer-Assisted Housing Program to better align its incentives with neighborhood 
reinvestment goals. Trotter also spent ten years forwarding the Metropolitan Planning Council’s 
community building work across the seven-county Chicago region. By providing technical 
assistance and support to communities, Trotter worked to inform and increase opportunities 
consistent with MPC’s broader policy goals of creating a more equitable, sustainable and 
competitive region, such as enhancing local connections between housing, employment and 
transportation. In 2013, she was promoted to vice president of programs, directing MPC’s 
community development activity and providing leadership to the organization as whole as part of 
MPC’s management team. Prior to MPC, Trotter was the commercial district planner for 
DevCorp North (now the Rogers Park Business Alliance), the community and economic 
development organization in Rogers Park. She helped the Chicago neighborhood revitalize its 
commercial districts, while encouraging balanced growth to meet current community needs. She 
managed a local Special Service Area, provided technical support for local businesses, and led 
community-wide planning processes. Trotter serves as the co-chair of the Urban Land Institute 
(ULI) Public Policy Comm ittee and is on the board of the Quad Communities Development 
Corporation. Trotter earned a M.A from the University of California Los Angeles in Urban and 
Regional Planning.  

DEBORAH BENNETT 
Vice President of Programs, Polk Foundation  
Deborah Bennett serves as the Vice President of Programs for the Polk Foundation. Prior to 
joining the Foundation, Deborah served as the Director of Cultural Development, ShoreBank 
Neighborhood Institute; Consultant, ShoreBank Advisory Services; Program Director, Women 
for Economic Security; Economic Development Planner, UIC Center for Urban Economic 
Development. 

QUINN RALLINS 
Community Justice/Health Care Justice Attorney 
Quinn Rallins joined the Shriver Center in 2016 as a Community Justice Staff Attorney. He was 
recently a Public Interest Law Scholar at Northeastern University School of Law, where he 
received his law degree while focusing on the intersection of criminal justice and civil rights. He 
was also a law clerk at the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., Equal Justice 
Initiative, and Greater Boston Legal Services, where he was trained in litigation and advocacy at 
the federal and state level. Quinn is also a community organizer, strategist, and trainer, having 
directed successful grassroots campaigns throughout the United States to address issues such 
as police brutality, housing foreclosure, health care access, youth jobs, predatory lending, and 
mass incarceration. For his commitment to social justice, he has been recognized as a Harvard 
University Galbraith Scholar, Institute for International Public Policy Fellow, Cambridge Institute 
for Economic and Political Studies Scholar, among other awards. Quinn received his Juris 
Doctor at Northeastern University School of Law, Masters in Comparative Social Policy from 
Oxford University, and B.A. in International Studies from Morehouse College. 
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NICHOLE CARTER  
Bright Star Community Outreach
Nichole Carter and BSCO serve individuals and families in low-income areas in Bronzeville. 
Currently BSCO’s focus is on training and development of women and children living with poor 
economic conditions, homelessness, child safety, or drug abuse.  

TOUSSAINT WERNER 
Calumet Creative Design  
Toussaint Werner is an award-winning illustrator and graphic artist whose design goals are to 
intersect consumer brands and community. As founder and principal of Calumet Creative design 
Agency, his creative direction has been highly-sought by major brands and clients looking to 
fortify their brand through urban appeal. With more than 15 years of graphic design experience, 
Toussaint was recognized in 2010 as a “designer to look out for” by Creative Communications. 
Since that time, a Hip-Hop influenced approach has garnered Toussaint critical acclaim and 
accolades including McDonald’s My Block Innovator Award (2014); Emmy Graphics Advertising 
(2014); and American Institute Graphic Artists (2011) among others. Toussaint’s creative genius 
has defined campaigns for clients such as Coca-Cola, Pfizer, Chicago Public Schools, Chicago 
Teachers Union, Nike , President Obama , and University of Chicago. His career fuels his 
passion for community development and enrichment. He draws inspiration away from the desk. 
In his spare time, Toussaint coaches youth basketball and football. A natural-born knowledge 
seeker, his reading list is expansive. On basketball court is where he unwinds most often, but 
“daddy-time” hanging with his two beautiful children is where all the magic happens. 
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