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Between Youth and Police in Bronzeville 

Safety Team - Exploring how to address safety in Bronzeville 

The Justice/Just Us Team started out with a number of different ideas for how to approach the issue 
of safety. These ideas came directly out of the Grove’s brainstorming process during the kickoff 
workshop. One idea was a restorative justice center, another was an art-space and project to melt 
down guns used in controversial police shootings and turn them into medallions and a clothing 
brand. Other ideas were collaborations between police and young people including park clean-ups, 
community gardening, and a game night with basketball and board games. As they narrowed down 
their ideas, they decided to host a dialogue between youth and police to vet their ideas.  

1st iteration

2nd iteration

3rd iteration

Justice/Just Us is focused on safety in Bronzeville, working to ensure that the responsibility 
of community safety doesn’t fall only on the shoulders of police, but that it emerges from the 
ground-up, established and reinforced in the relationship between police and community. 
Justice/Just Us has heard from community that a punitive model of criminal justice doesn’t 
work and that a far more restorative model is needed. They've begun by organizing 
dialogues that include law enforcement and community voices, and plan to build a space 
and practice that explores proven effective alternatives to a punitive justice system. 

Hosting an initial dialogue between youth 

and police 

Justice/Just Us hosted an event with a number of police officers, 
mentoring adults, and youth. They all shared stories with one another 
about what shaped them over dinner, and then explored ideas for how to 
build a new relationship and community practice around the issue of 
safety. The Justice/Just Us group also shared the ideas they had been 
working on and asked for feedback from the community. 

A Restorative Justice Practice Emerges 

The community was overwhelmingly supportive of the group’s ideas, but in particular was drawn to 
the idea of a space and dialogue committed to restorative justice. Community members and the 
police officers present overwhelmingly agreed that a new approach to criminal justice was needed to 
heal the relationship between police and the community and to build more safety and trust in the 
neighborhood. 
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