
B R O N Z E V I L L E  S T E A M  T E A M
Building Cultural History Through Inter-Generational Dialogue and 

Documentary Film Making

A Mentorship App Connecting Youth to Mentors in Bronzeville 

The Bronzeville STEAM group started out as “Mentor Mingle”, inspired to help young people in 
Chicago connect to mentorship opportunities by creating a mentorship app. They began engaging 
with youth and discovered that while there wasn’t a lot of excitement for a mentorship app, there was 
a sense among youth of disconnection from place. They realized that the youth they were talking with 
didn’t have a sense of ownership or involvement in the rich cultural history of Bronzeville. They set 
out to organize cultural tours of Bronzeville for youth, led by torch-bearers and elders in the 
community. 

1st iteration

2nd iteration

3rd iteration

Bronzeville STEAM is supporting young people in Bronzeville to preserve and enrich the 
history of Bronzeville by documenting conversations with elders in the community. They’re 
giving young people the tools, training and connection to interview torch-bearers in the 
Bronzeville community giving them the experience of inter-generational connection and 
lineage, inspiring them to step into new roles of leadership as they see the richness and 
power of their place in history. 

STEAM - Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math 
As their idea evolved, they began interviewing people from 
Bronzeville who were considered  “torch-bearers”. They 
connected deeply with the “old heads” in Bronzeville who 
had been involved in the rich cultural history of the area 
throughout their lives, and found that the history of 
Bronzeville was too rich and diverse to be encompassed in a 
single cultural tour. So, instead of bringing the youth on a 
tour of Bronzeville history, they decided to try and inspire 
youth to participate in making history themselves. Literally.  

Cultural History and the Next Generation of Documentarians 

The current prototype of Bronzeville STEAM is a project connecting youth with elders in Bronzeville 
and giving them the chance to interview them, documenting their stories and connecting to an 
intergenerational perspective giving them a sense of place, and a role in creating the cultural history 
in the neighborhood they belong to. 
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